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Responding
to Poverty
Making Sense of Today’s Critical Issues From a Biblical Perspective

Responding to Poverty
For those who have a choice, it is not
difficult to construct a life with almost
no contact with the poor. There’s nothing
wrong with enjoying the material
blessings God has given us, but when we
allow our blessings to isolate us from
those with deep needs — the very needs
that perhaps we have been uniquely
blessed to meet — we lose our ability to
empathize. We become entirely unaware
of those around us because they are not
part of the world we have designed.
The apostle James wrote that caring
for the poor — helping the widows and
the orphans — is an expression of “pure
and faultless religion,” or exposes the
depth of our faith. What made Jesus’ life
and ministry so radical was the way He
turned the social hierarchy on its head.
Most of His time was spent among
people who made up in faith what they
lacked in material goods. These were
His people. He touched their sick bodies
and fed their hungry souls.
Poverty is closer than we think. And
we are more equipped than we know to
meet others’ needs if we have ears to hear
and eyes to see — and if we aren’t afraid
of what we might find or how God might
be calling us to respond.
“The poor,” Jesus taught, “you will
always have with you” (Matt. 26:11). So
where should our response begin? What
share of the load belongs to us and our

families? What belongs to our churches?
What belongs to government programs
and nonprofit agencies to address? When
God tells us to feed His sheep, what is
He really asking of you and me?
Cedarville explored biblical
responses to poverty on March 11,
as part of our semi-annual Critical
Concern Series. Our faculty joined
with leading evangelical thinkers,
representing both conservative and
progressive viewpoints, to wrestle with
this topic. This edition of Torch expands
on several important topics that guided
our thinking, discussions, and
scholarship this spring.
The biblical mandate is clear, but
the response is complex. Followers of
Christ disagree about what solutions
are most effective. You may disagree
with some of the viewpoints presented
here. Disagreement is okay as long as
the dialogue causes us to search the
Scriptures, examine our hearts, and take
action. My prayer is that our wrestling
through this complex issue leads us
to greater compassion for others and
greater awareness of our blessings.

William E. Brown, Ph.D.
President of Cedarville University
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Who Takes Care
of the Poor?
by William E. Brown, Ph.D.

We understand that Christians should help the poor, but questions about
how we should be involved often keep us from rising to the challenge.

2
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As we examine a biblical perspective on
poverty and wealth, we need to acknowledge
challenges and disagreements in methods and
philosophies without failing to remember our
simple task — to engage the culture by being
the voice, hands, and heart of Jesus Christ.
Defining the Needs
Understanding how to respond to poverty is
difficult because the dynamics of poverty and
wealth differ dramatically around the world.
What is poor in one part of the world may be
considered wealthy in another.

WILLIAM WALSH | ISTOCKPHOTO

W

hen a friend of mine visited
Calcutta, he met a local Indian
who led him through the city.
Shaken by the sight of overwhelming poverty,
disease, and hopelessness, my friend asked the
man, “Who takes care of these people?”
He stopped and looked at my friend with
a steady gaze. “The Christians,” he said, “only
the Christians.”
My friend’s story makes me grieve and
rejoice at the same time. Just as the Christians
in India are serving, the reality of poverty in
our world should drive us to serve like Jesus.

In the United States, we have defined the
poverty level for a family of four to be an annual
income of about $22,000. However, from a
global perspective, 1 billion people exist in
abject poverty, and twice as many live on less
than $2 a day. Statistics aside, many agree that
the absence of basic needs to sustain life is the
level where true poverty begins.
Discerning Our Responsibilities
Even if we agree that Christians must help
the poor, a major point of contention faces us.
We must consider to what extent the Church
and the government should be involved in
helping the poor.
Christians are called to care for the poor
and needy, but these biblical expectations
are directed to individuals and are voluntary.
The political milieu of both the Old and New
Testaments makes it difficult to draw straight
lines to contemporary applications for
government involvement.
Many argue that public assistance programs
possess charitable intentions and achieve some
social successes. Conversely, others point out
that the benefits of these government programs
are offset by larger drawbacks of wealth
redistribution and entitlement mindsets.
Discovering the Heart of Faith
Regardless of our position on government
involvement, we know that how we care for
the least among us reveals the true heart of
our faith.
The Gospel of grace and a lifestyle of giving
go hand-in-hand as a catalyst for cultural
change. When the leaders of the Church
ordained Paul for ministry to the Gentiles,
their only caution was that he should remember
the poor. Paul notes in Galatians 2 that this
was exactly what he was eager to do.
This standard for helping the poor is not
limited to Christians. The people of Sodom
were not only guilty because of their sexual
sins, but they were also “arrogant, overfed and
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and
needy” (Ezek. 16:49).

I have always been challenged by our Lord’s
judgment of the “sheep and goats” in Matthew
25. Those who had cared for the hungry and
thirsty, took in strangers, and clothed the sick
were surprised that their works were not simply
commendable but that they were also done to
Christ. The opposite was true of those who
failed to give aid. Their failure to care revealed
what was in their hearts. In 1 John, the writer
questions how God’s love can be in people who
fail to recognize the needs of others around
them. God’s grace — freely given and received
— naturally overflows into a life of giving
whenever confronted with need.
Imagining a New Reality
When we step back, see the layers of the debate,
and then also recognize the truths in Scripture
regarding how we should serve the poor, only
then do we begin to see the chasm that exists
between what we are called to do and what we
actually do.
Whatever the method or legislation,
Christians need to be leading the efforts to
address poverty in our world. Imagine if the
term “Christian” became synonymous with
sacrificial giving. Imagine if every one of the
450,000 churches in the United States adopted
one family on welfare. In addition to meeting
basic needs, we would also find opportunities
to mentor, educate, disciple, and love.
Imagine if someone asked, “Who takes
care of the poor in the world?”
Imagine if the answer were always, “The
Christians. That’s what they do.”
Dr. William E. Brown became president of
Cedarville University in June 2003.
A graduate of the University of South
Florida, Brown holds a Th.M. and
Ph.D. from Dallas Theological Seminary.
As a nationally recognized worldview
expert, he has authored three worldviewrelated books and is the executive
producer of the worldview study re:View
(re-films.com).
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by Jeff Cook, D.Min.

More Christians are seeing the needs of the poor in their communities
but may wonder how to treat poverty in effective and meaningful ways.
4
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Re-examining Our
Vision for the Poor

I

t has been exciting to see in recent years
the increasingly widespread mobilization
of evangelical Christians in the United
States who believe that engaging challenging
social issues such as injustice and poverty is a
biblical and integral part of the call of the
Church. After decades of focusing primarily
on spiritual ministry while carefully avoiding
social concerns like poverty, it is significant
that the pendulum is swinging back toward a
more holistic, biblically balanced approach to

ministry. If people are indeed spiritual and
physical beings who exist in social communities
in a fallen world, then as individuals and
communities they have needs and challenges
at multiple levels, all of which the Church is
called to engage in the name of Jesus.
First, Do No Harm
But how exactly do we go about “helping the
poor”? As we seek to answer this question, we
should remember the often-overlooked precept
Fall–Winter 2010 | TORCH
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Relief
First, hurting people in crisis need emergency
relief. Whether it is a local house fire that
destroys a family home, a hurricane that sweeps
across New Orleans, or an earthquake that
devastates Haiti, the willingness of Christians to
give immediately and sacrificially to those in
desperate need has a positive and redemptive
impact for Jesus. The Church excels in this
kind of circumstance.
Such open-handed, sacrificial giving is
helpful, though, only when it is relatively
short-term. When continued too long, the very
relief intended for good can foster long-term
dependency and rob people of dignity as they
become accustomed to being identified and
treated as charity cases. It is possible to be
sincere but sincerely wrong in one’s actions.

6
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We must evaluate the differences between
needs that result from crisis and those that
are chronic. Chronic challenges demand a
different kind of response.
Development
The Church must adjust its response to
people who are trapped in cycles of poverty
by empowering them to change their circumstances. Supporting people this way is by nature
more difficult and more time-consuming than
simply dispensing relief because we are helping
people develop themselves and building
relationships with them. Nevertheless, this is
the kind of ministry that helps people escape
the cycle of poverty; it prompts them to
transition from perpetual dependence to selfsufficiency. This type of development might
include, for example, providing education
or skill training to enable people to conquer
their own chronic problems and preserve
their dignity.
The Church can be a powerful force to
minister in the name of Jesus and help people
conquer chronic poverty. Developmental
assistance can take many forms including:
• parenting classes
• student mentorship programs
• after-school tutoring
• adult education
• computer skills training
• job interview coaching
• English as a Second Language training
• high school completion classes
• basic finance management training
• home ownership classes
• entrepreneurial development
• job transportation
Churches can begin the pursuit of
development ministry by determining how God
has positioned and equipped them by assessing
their strengths and limitations, finding out what
the real needs of the community are, building
relationships with people in the community,
discovering other ministry models, and
evaluating what they do.

ROBERTO SCHMIDT | GETTY IMAGES

every first-year medical student learns as the
primary rule of medicine: “First, do no harm.”
Experienced professionals, both in medicine
and ministry, know the devastating impact of
unintended consequences, which result from
actions made by sincere but uninformed people.
Consider a short-term missions team that
traveled overseas to do construction in an
impoverished country. While the volunteers
were motivated with hearts to serve, more
people might have been helped had the team
donated their travel funds for the on-site
ministry to hire poor, local workers desperately
in need of daily wages. And with the best of
intentions, Christians in the name of Jesus
have sometimes reinforced irresponsible or selfdestructive behavior by handing out money (or
other things that can be quickly turned into
money) to those panhandling on the street.
In our eagerness to help, we sometimes
fail to accurately assess how our activities
actually affect the contexts and people on the
receiving end. Rather than sincerely yet blindly
attacking symptoms of poverty, we must engage
wisely and redemptively. Understanding the
three levels of social need will help form our
responses as we reach out to the poor.

SCOTT HUCK | CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

Structural Change
Sometimes environmental or systemic problems
plague people and limit their access to opportunity. When this is the case, development alone
is not sufficient to overcome injustices and
obstacles that keep people trapped in the cycle
of poverty.
Sin is not just personal; it is also structural.
The sinful decisions of people with power get
embedded in the structures of society, favoring
the powerful at the expense of the powerless. In
the Old Testament book of Esther, for example,
Haman didn’t just hate Mordecai personally; he
made a law based on that hate, which affected
all Jewish people — a whole strata of society.
Poor educational systems, predatory
lending, injustice in zoning laws, and
disinvestment in communities by financial
institutions are all problems faced by urban
poor, which collectively become monumental
hurdles to overcome.
When confronting structural injustice at
this level, it is often best for churches to partner
with organizations that are experienced in
engaging systemic issues in society, thereby
blending their presence and influence with
others to confront unjust power. On a larger
scale, for example, churches may want to
work with and support organizations like
International Justice Mission. On the local level,
they may want to work with those organizations
that are at the forefront of movements to
address injustices in their communities. The
mobilization of churches last year in Ohio, for
example, played a significant role in restricting
unjust interest rates (up to and exceeding 500
percent) charged on loans at cash advance
businesses, which are typically located in
poor communities.
Much of the contemporary Church
genuinely wants to engage a hurting world.
But it can become confusing and intimidating
when we are challenged to make a difference in
the face of such overwhelming needs. Just as a
doctor first determines a patient’s problem in
order to prescribe a helpful course of treatment,

Recently churches and voters in Ohio worked together to
restrict the exorbitant interest rates that cash advance
businesses were charging on loans.

the Church must also learn to diagnose social
needs to determine the appropriate response.
Dr. Jeff Cook serves as associate professor
of Bible at Cedarville University. He
earned his B.A. from Cedarville
University, M.A. from Grace Theological
Seminary, M.Div. from Tyndale
Theological Seminary, and D.Min. from
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. He
has been at Cedarville since 1997.
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Biblical Responses
to Poverty and
Affluence
a moderated discussion between Dr. Marvin Olasky and Rev. Jim Wallis

Cedarville’s Critical Concern Series uses a biblical framework to
explore complex contemporary issues that affect our culture.
Last spring, faculty joined with prominent evangelical thinkers to articulate a biblical response
to poverty and affluence. On March 11, Dr. Marvin Olasky and Rev. Jim Wallis participated in
a discussion on this issue moderated by award-winning journalist Rob Moll ’01. The following is
an edited excerpt from the evening’s program.
Mr. Moll: As a graduate of Cedarville, I enjoy
coming back and seeing how the school has
progressed since I was a student. I’m especially
pleased to see how the school has taken on the
challenge of critically engaging with our society.
The Gospel is for the good of the whole world
and all the people who are in it, but the good
news requires messengers who will carry it
and make its message real.
In that spirit, we have a question before us
tonight: How do Christians respond to the
disparities of poverty and affluence in our
world? We have two of the most qualified
Christians in this country to discuss it with
us tonight: Dr. Marvin Olasky, provost of
The King’s College in New York City and
editor-in-chief of World Magazine, and Rev.
Jim Wallis, president and CEO of Sojourners
and editor-in-chief of Sojourners magazine.
Mr. Moll: Let’s begin our discussion with
opening remarks from each of you.
Dr. Olasky: The best way to bring about change
in society is one-by-one, from the inside out,
rather than an attempt to force change from the

top down. I hope tonight we will be able to
talk about what it means to exercise effective
compassion to really help change lives in a
way that history and biblical teaching tell
us actually works.
Rev. Wallis: The stories I find inspiring are
those of the great movements sparked by faith
that led to powerful social reforms like the
abolition of slavery, women’s suffrage, civil
rights, and the end of apartheid in South Africa.
I don’t believe the answer is just in private
charity. That simply is not enough. The God
of the Bible is a God of justice, not a God
of charity. I also don’t think government is
the answer to everything. I believe social
movements change hearts and minds,
communities, policies, and structures. The best
social movements in our history have always
had people of faith at their core.
Mr. Moll: It seems to me that power tends
to aggregate — the powerful tend to grab
more, and the powerless have fewer and
fewer options. Do you see a role for the
government to keep a level playing field?
Fall–Winter 2010 | TORCH
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Dr. Marvin Olasky is provost of
The King’s College in New York
City and editor-in-chief of World
Magazine. A graduate of Yale
University, Olasky has been a
provocative, yet respected, voice
among American conservatives.
He is considered the intellectual architect of
“compassionate conservatism,” arguing that
government can better improve the lot of those in
poverty by harnessing the armies of compassion among
faith-based institutions. He is the author of a number
of books including The Religions Next Door, Telling
the Truth, and the influential book The Tragedy of
American Compassion. He has been published in
The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and
The Washington Post. Olasky is a fellow at the Acton
Institute and also an elder in the Presbyterian
Church of America.
Rev. Jim Wallis is a best-selling
author, public theologian, speaker,
preacher, and international
commentator on faith, public life,
religion, and politics. He is the
president and CEO of Sojourners
and editor-in-chief of its magazine.
He has taught at Harvard’s Divinity School and
Kennedy School of Government and has written eight
books including Faith Works, God’s Politics, and The
Call to Conversion. Wallis was raised in a Midwest
evangelical family, and there he questioned the racial
segregation in his church and community and was led
to the black churches in the inner-city neighborhoods
in Detroit. He spent his student years in the civil rights
and anti-war movements at Michigan State University
and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. While at
Trinity, Wallis and several other students started a
small magazine and community with a Christian
commitment to social justice, which has now
grown into an international organization.
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Dr. Olasky: Sure, there is a role for the
government to make sure there are equal rights
— voting acts, for example. What the Civil
Rights Movement accomplished in the 1950s
and ’60s were very powerful and necessary
things. But what we’re talking about these
days and especially in the last 40 years is not
political; it is primarily economic. It is trying
to redistribute income from rich to poor, or the
way it actually comes out in practice, from the
politically poorly connected to the politically
well-connected. We see this trend decade after
decade, so why do we think that we’re going
to get some new salvation from adding another
layer of government to try and redistribute
income? It doesn’t work that way. That’s not
what happens in Washington.
Rev. Wallis: I’m against pork and abuses.
We’re talking about checks and balances,
accountability, fairness, and changing direction.
Jubilee is a biblical tradition, a periodic leveling
of things. In England, there was a movement
of Christians called Jubilee 2000. It was a debt
cancellation movement led by churches, saying
the poor countries will never be able to lift
themselves out of poverty as long as they are
incurring this crushing debt from the wealthy
countries, often imposed unjustly. It took a
movement. It will take social movements to
make government accountable.
Mr. Moll: To what extent should Christians
try to address disparities of wealth?
Rev. Wallis: A church where I preached
recently sent 40 teams to New Orleans and
the Gulf Coast to help in reconstruction.
That’s terrific, but churches can’t rebuild levees.
They can’t provide health insurance for 40
million people. So let’s lead the faith-based
organizations and ask the government to
do the things it needs to do. Let’s create a
partnership and allow these groups to do what
they do best. That’s the way it ought to work.

Dr. Olasky: There are three lobbyists for
pharmaceutical companies for every one
lobbyist working for poor people. He who has
the gold rules in Washington. It is much better
when you have a market system where people
can choose what to buy and what to sell, goods
and services that someone actually wants to
buy, rather than a commanding economy where
you can force what you make on people.

JONATHAN MOULTROUP | CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

Mr. Moll: How would you evaluate
the success of faith-based community
objectives?
Dr. Olasky: Some good things have happened,
but some tax vouchers have never gotten off the
ground. There is an allure of power that affected
the Republicans who went to Washington in
2001. They had a choice: “Are we going to
decentralize, or are we going to have the
pleasure, authority, and excitement of making
those decisions ourselves in Washington?”
Republicans as well as Democrats like power.
There is a lot of sin everywhere — coveting,
arrogance. The way out of it is through
individual change, spiritual change, and,
as much as possible, decentralization.

Mr. Moll: Is it absurd to expect the
Church to do a better job than government
when, historically, we have not done a
better job?
Rev. Wallis: Let’s be fair with our history. I
can point to failed housing projects in Chicago
and why they didn’t work. But the same
Christians who led that movement pressed
the U.S. government for Social Security, which
is a government program that worked very
effectively to change poverty among the elderly.
To say all government programs fail is not true
to history. You learn from what works and what
doesn’t. The left vs. right and either/or approach
will not work. We have got to find a partnership.
Mr. Moll: What is something impactful
on which you both agree that people can
do to address poverty?
Dr. Olasky: There is an enormous need for
tutoring. For example, children in the fourth
grade are already falling behind in reading and
math skills. An hour a week tutoring a child will
cause two or more things to happen. First, the
Fall–Winter 2010 | TORCH
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child learns the subject. Second, the child sees
an adult who cares, and there are some children
who have no adults who really care about them.
Develop the talents God has given you, and be
willing to volunteer your time.
Rev. Wallis: It starts by responding to what
Jesus says in Matthew 25: “As you’ve done to
the least of these, you’ve done to me.” It starts
personally, then it goes into the congregation,
communities, and neighborhoods. Then it goes
into the nation and into the world. Campaigns
— whether a debt cancellation movement, a
civil rights movement, or a movement to bring
accountability to our financial system — all
start by getting involved and beginning to look

at the world and seeing it a little more the way
Jesus does.
To listen to the complete audio transcript, as well as each
speaker’s presentation on how Christians can respond to
poverty, visit cedarville.edu/criticalconcern.
Rob Moll ’01 is an award-winning
journalist who has written for
Christianity Today, The Wall Street
Journal, Profitable Investing, Books
and Culture, and Leadership Journal.
He recently published his first book,
The Art of Dying: Living Fully Into
the Life to Come.

Nationally recognized leader in charitable
giving coming to Cedarville University
Spend a morning with

Charles Schultz
President of Crescendo Interactive, Inc.

October 20, 2010

Visit cedarville.edu/SP3Event or call 1-800-766-1115 for registration and event information.

Sponsored by the Springfield Chapter of Partnership for Philanthropic Planning and Cedarville University

12 TORCH | Fall–Winter 2010

SCOTT HUCK | CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

Restoring Streets
with Dwellings
by Michael López, Ph.D. and Shelley López, M.S., LPC, IMFT

“Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the
age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings” (Isaiah 58:12).
Fall–Winter 2010 | TORCH
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Restoring a Home
In 1997, we purchased a house in a mixed-race,
low-income neighborhood. This decision was
more than four years in the making as we
read, talked, and prayed about what our family
could do to alleviate poverty in our community.
The first crucial step, we learned from the
experience of others in the Christian
Community Development Association, is
relocation — moving to where poor people live.
Like many urban neighborhoods,
Springfield experienced its own version of
“white flight” in the 1960s. A racially motivated
stabbing at the local high school, one block
away, prompted many longtime residents to
leave the street in search of safer communities.

14 TORCH | Fall–Winter 2010

Years of neglect took their toll on these oncecharming homes. Two things were immediately
obvious to anyone driving the street — old
houses and poor people.
The history and the character of the large,
Victorian house interested us. Some of its flaws
were obvious — the grand front porch had
nearly separated from the face of the building.
But craftsman touches like the 12-foot ceilings,
newel post on the staircase, slate tiles, and
elegant woodwork signaled that we had found
a diamond in the rough.
The day we signed the papers, the city
informed us that the three-story brick carriage
house on the property was condemned and
would have to be torn down, a detail the seller
had neglected to mention. We knew that
restoring the house would be a long-term
commitment, but it was admittedly deflating
that our first significant investment involved
tearing something down.
Responding to Neighbors
In our neighborhood, we learned dilapidated
houses and disordered lives often coincide.

SCOTT HUCK | CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

H

ouses are powerful symbols. New
houses suggest security, success,
stability, and prosperity. Abandoned
houses, or those in disrepair, indicate fragility,
failure, transience, and poverty. When we
moved to the South Fountain Avenue historic
district of Springfield, Ohio, most of the houses
— including ours — suggested the latter.

help us dig a flower bed. Later, when he was in
the hospital with terminal liver cancer, I became
his health care power of attorney, preventing
surgery he did not want and helping him find
good hospice care.
The poor are not problems that we fix. They
are neighbors and friends who give to us as we
give to them.

Directly across the street from our home and
down the block were 12 houses in terrible
disrepair. They were owned by a notorious
slumlord, and many of the people in them lived
sad, chaotic lives. Two years after we arrived, a
neighbor was convicted of raping and killing
two young girls.
This led us to ask, “How can we, as
Christians, get to know and help the people
in this neighborhood?” Our family’s response
began on the porch, the sidewalk, and the
front yard.
Tom, a single dad, first greeted us from his
porch, 20 yards away. He taught us how to read
the street and recognize friends and threats.
We helped Tom by watching his son, Jeremy,
when he had to work.
Paula occasionally stops us on the sidewalk
to ask for money to ride the bus or for help
buying dog food. In return, on cold winter
days, we often step out the front door and
discover steps and sidewalk cleared of snow.
One summer day, while we were working in
the front yard, Russell stripped off his shirt —
quite a sight as he was then 84 years old — to

Reaching a Community
Shortly after moving to the neighborhood,
Shelley began working at a domestic violence
shelter in Springfield. The women she met
desperately wanted better lives for themselves
and their children. They needed counseling and
mentoring before their lives were in crisis.
In 2008, Shelley founded CitiLookout, a
nonprofit counseling center in the heart of the
community. The organization partners with
individuals and families, counseling them
toward emotional, relational, and spiritual
healing. CitiLookout also introduces clients to
community resources, serving them regardless
of their ability to pay for services.
The transformation happening in the
neighborhood is especially meaningful because
it is a community effort. One hundred yards
from our front door is First Baptist Church.
Under Pastor Wes Babian’s leadership, church
members “adopted” two blocks surrounding the
church, including the 12 dilapidated rentals.
Every Saturday morning, they walked door-todoor talking with neighbors. They developed
relationships, prayed with their neighbors, and
invited them to be part of the church. Out
of this initiative, Pastor Babian and other
neighborhood residents formed the Springfield
Community Development Corporation. They
acquired and restored abandoned houses, selling
them to low-income, first-time home buyers.
Pastor Babian also led his congregation,
most of them white-haired women, in an
exciting venture capital project. They mortgaged
the church property to acquire the entire block
between South Fountain and Limestone
avenues. Pressure from the city code
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Sunday morning to declare, “God is good!
Salvation belongs to the Lord!” The worshipping
church testifies to the truth that the world
powers that make life difficult are already
defeated by the Lamb that was slain. Such spiritfilled and celebrative worship changes things.
Discouraged people acquire dignity, moral
independence, and the power to persevere.
It’s a beautiful thing.

• The newel post is
one of the home’s
charming features.
• Russell and Paula
sit together in the
neighborhood.

enforcement office helped persuade the
slumlord to release the 12 houses at a reasonable
price. The houses were razed, and the land
was developed and resold. Land that was once
home to a convicted child killer is now home
to Rocking Horse Center, a federally qualified
health care center serving 10,000 low-income
women and children.
Rejoicing Through Trials
We are members at St. John Missionary
Baptist Church, an African-American church
two blocks from our home. When we began
attending in 1999, we were immediately struck
by the powerful preaching and passionate
worship. We sensed connections between
suffering and worship. Our black brothers and
sisters, especially those who are poor, clearly
see that the world is a dangerous, degrading
place. Among our church family, several have
lost their sons to violence and prison. Children
have been hit by cars as they played near the
street. Grandparents are raising their children’s
children. We know workers cheated out of
disability payments or denied jobs. Treatable
diseases like sickle cell anemia, diabetes, and
hypertension steal away precious life.
Despite these setbacks, like the saints in
Revelation 7, our church family gathers on
16 TORCH | Fall–Winter 2010

Reclaiming What Was Lost
Matthew 5–7 records Jesus’ most famous
sermon. He begins with a blessing on the poor
and ends with houses. For us, the house came
first. With the house came many opportunities
to join with God’s blessed people.
It is possible to do many good things to
help the poor from a distance. However, for
our family, living, working, and worshipping
with the poor makes all the difference. Lifesharing, community-growing relationships
begin when we see people as neighbors
or church friends rather than “disabled,”
“unemployed,” “welfare moms,” “prostitutes,”
or “drug dealers.”
Our home is more than where we live.
It is a parable for reclaiming what was lost —
a place where God is building something
bigger than ourselves.
Built in the 1870s, the López home is an example of
Second Empire Victorian architecture. It is listed on local,
state, and national registries of historic places. Learn more
about restoring under-resourced communities by visiting
the Christian Community Development Association website
at ccda.org.
Dr. Michael López
serves as professor of
communication arts at
Cedarville University.
He received his Ph.D. from
The Ohio State University
and has taught at Cedarville
since 1984.
Shelley López is the executive director of CitiLookout in
Springfield. Learn more about her organization online at
citilookout.org.
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Clockwise:
• Mike continues
to restore their
Victorian home.

She’s here so she can serve there.
Jessica’s classes teach her to see people with the eyes of Christ.
Jessica’s ministry equips her to serve the people in her community.
Jessica’s scholarship keeps her at Cedarville.
Keep the door open for students like Jessica.
Give online at cedarville.edu/givingnow.

Jessica Robb ’11
ministry team leader for Changing Lives Now
Springfield, Ohio
Changing Lives Now serves people who are coming out of difficult
circumstances including addictions, prostitution, and prison.

Viewpoints

To Whom Much is Given
Throughout Scripture, God encourages
us to be prepared, work hard to be worthy of
our hire, meet our financial obligations, and
conduct our business with integrity. Money
is not the problem, nor is it “the root of all
evil” as is often misquoted. The verse actually
says, “The love of money is the root of all evil”
(1 Tim. 6:10). God does not condemn wealth,
rather, He is concerned with how we live in
relation to our money.
How does the Bible instruct us to think
about wealth? A few thoughts and principles
on that question:
We are inclined, incorrectly, to view
wealth as a spiritual reward and poverty
as spiritual judgment.
In the Old Testament, God promises the
Israelites wealth, possessions, and material
18 TORCH | Fall–Winter 2010

success as a result of their obedience
(Deut. 28:1–14). He also warns that their
disobedience would result in negative material
consequences (Deut. 28:15–44). Our
tendency, however, is to invert this
relationship, looking at wealth first and then
trying to work back to the blessing of God: “I
am wealthy; therefore God must be blessing
my good choices.” Or the converse: “I am not
wealthy; I must be doing something wrong.”
This reasoning does not hold up as
Scripture reminds us that the wicked
sometimes prosper (Job 12:5–6, 21:7–16).
Equally, we find many examples of people
doing right, obeying the Lord, who
nonetheless suffer — Joseph was thrown into
prison, and Job lost everything he had. The
Bible names wealthy individuals who served
God — Abraham, Jacob, Boaz, Job, Joseph of
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Arimathea to name a few — and many
more faithful followers who lived with
modest means. In his book God is at Work:
Transforming People and Nations Through
Business, Ken Eldred writes, “Health and
wealth is not the proof of obedience to God
or sufficient faith in Him, and neither is
sickness and poverty the proof of disobedience
to God or lack of faith in Him.”
We are stewards of God’s wealth,
not owners.
Moses reminded the Israelites of this truth
(Deut. 8:17–18) and warned them against
self-reliance. David also declared that riches
and honor come from God (1 Chron. 29:12–
16). He is the giver of good gifts (Matt. 7:11,
James 1:17). We ought to love and worship
the Giver rather than the gifts themselves.
God owns it all (Ps. 24:1). Any wealth
or possessions we have simply passes
through our hands in temporary custody or
stewardship. Our role is to be faithful stewards
with what is entrusted to us (1 Cor. 4:2). This
involves much more than just the money we
give but includes all of our resources — those
we give and those we choose to retain.
Material wealth comes with
spiritual warnings.
Possessions are temporary, ethereal, easily
vanish, and are subject to decay (Matt. 6:19–
20). Riches are deceitful (Matt. 13:22), and
wealth flies away (Prov. 23:4–5). What the
rich have will not last (James 1:11b, 5:2) and
will be left to others (Ps. 39:6, 49:10–11,
Eccles. 2:18–21).
How we steward material goods has
spiritual consequences. Paul warns that the
desire to be rich can lead people away from
faith into temptation, leading to destruction
and ruin (1 Tim. 6:9–10).
Anyone who lost a job, income, or
retirement investment in the recent economic
meltdown knows how quickly wealth can
fade. Yet God is faithful and can be trusted
above uncertain riches (1 Tim. 6:17). We have

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
(Eph. 1:3).
We should hold wealth in an open hand
and use it to bless others.
Jesus told a story about a rich man who
harvested record crops (Luke 12:16–21).
His barns could not hold the surplus. “What
should I do?” he mused. He used his wealth to
tear down his perfectly adequate barns to
build bigger barns. His mantra: “Eat, drink
and be merry!”
When we are possessive of our goods,
we are closed off to God as we cannot serve
two masters (Matt. 6:24). Those who are rich
ought to “do good, be rich in good works, be
generous and ready to share” (1 Tim. 6:18).
Material moderation may itself be a gift.
In Proverbs 30:8–9, Agur requests, “Give me
neither poverty nor riches, feed me with the
food that is my portion, lest I be full and
deny Thee and say ‘Who is the Lord?’ or
lest I be in want and steal, and profane the
name of my God.” Both riches and poverty
have their own issues. Those in want may
be tempted to steal (or covet) that which
belongs to another; the wealthy may not sense
a need for the Lord because of their material
goods. The more possessions we have, the
more there is to take care of — or the more
there is to share with others.
Jeff Guernsey currently serves as
assistant professor of finance at
Cedarville University, after working
for more than 20 years in the banking
industry. He earned an M.S. from
Iowa State University and a B.S.
from Purdue University. He has
been at Cedarville since 2003.
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by Julie Furj, M.S.W.

Some social groups appear to be at a higher risk of experiencing poverty.
But the truth remains — it can happen to anyone.
20 TORCH | Fall–Winter 2010
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The Many Faces
of Poverty

N

ear the beginning of the movie The
Blind Side, Leigh Anne Tuohy meets
Michael Oher, a young man who is
poor and homeless. She faces an immediate
choice — will she give Michael a few bucks and
wish him the best, or will she become personally
involved in his plight and invite him into her
home? After all, this young man is a stranger,
and she has a family of her own to consider.
Leigh Anne makes a decision that will
not only change Michael’s life, but will have
a lasting effect on her, her husband, and their
two children. In the end, Michael becomes a
permanent part of the Tuohy family, which
loves and supports him as he graduates from
high school and college and, eventually,
becomes a professional football player.
Based on a true story, the movie portrays
actual events and a happy ending. But for every
Leigh Anne Tuohy, there are thousands of
Michaels — children, teens, adults, families —
in need. Many are caught in the cycle of poverty
that can be difficult, if not seemingly
impossible, to escape. With that in mind, we
must remember God has called us, the Church,
to be a light of hope and help to them.
The Case
We don’t have to look far within our
communities to see that poverty exists
everywhere, yet it affects some groups more
than others, leading to significant disparities.
For instance, 26 percent of African-Americans
live in poverty, while only 8.6 percent of whites
do. In addition, 32 percent of female-headed
households are below the poverty line, a statistic
that drops to 5 percent among married couples.
Who are the poor?
• According to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, the 2009
poverty line was $22,000 for an urban
four-person family.
• In 2009, 15 percent or 40 million
Americans were classified as poor.
• 10 percent of America’s poor are over
the age of 65.
• In 2009, it was estimated that 1.02 billion
people worldwide suffer from hunger.

• 36 percent of those living in poverty are
under the age of 18.
The United States government has
established programs to help impoverished
people deal with their immediate needs.
Although these programs provide temporary
stability, they alone cannot end poverty.
The Challenges
For the most part, Americans value hard
work and believe hard work leads to reward.
We have a “pull yourself up by your bootstraps”
mentality. For those who have never
experienced poverty, it’s easy to reason that
anyone with the right skills, determination,
and can-do attitude can work his way out of
poverty. If only it were that easy. For many,
poverty is more like a whirlpool you’re trying to
escape than a mountain you’re trying to climb.
Often that whirlpool is made of
circumstances beyond a person’s control.
For instance, the most recently published
compensation data reveals that a woman with
the same degree and skill set as a man will still,
on average, earn a lower income. Race also
seems to be a factor: Blacks, Hispanics, and
American Indians are still among the poorest
in the United States. Though work ethic may
have an impact on poverty regardless of race
or gender, we cannot make the blanket
statement that all of these individuals are
not working hard enough.
Breaking out of poverty is especially difficult
for those who are born into it. Children who
grow up in poor communities often attend
under-funded public schools with low
expectations for success. If their homes,
communities, and cultures are defined by
poverty, how can we expect young people to
imagine a different life? Even those who are not
weighed down by the disadvantages of poverty
tend to cling to what is familiar.
The reality is, poverty can happen to anyone.
With more than 35 million Americans
considered below the poverty level and
approximately 70 percent living paycheck to
paycheck, no one is immune. Someone once
said something that greatly influenced me and
Fall–Winter 2010 | TORCH
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The Solution
So how are we, as Christians, to respond to
poverty? Our actions toward those in need
reflect our love for Christ (Matt. 25:34–46),
and we are clearly commanded to treat others
as we would treat Him. James 1:27 tells us:
“This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight
of our God and Father, to visit orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself
unstained by the world.” The author goes on to
warn against favoritism, instructing us to show
honor to the poor.
The historical roots of providing for the
poor began with the first church of Acts 2 and
have branched out ever since, carried on by
people of faith. These groups had one goal:
family preservation. Leaders of the early social
work movement used this idea as an incentive
to encourage churches to participate. People
like Jane Addams, considered the mother of
modern social work, urged congregations to
reach out to their neighbors by working toward
the preservation of the family unit. It is this
focus that we need to reclaim. But how?
First, we need to return to Scripture by
focusing on the Great Commandment (love
God and love your neighbor) and the Great
Commission (go and make disciples).
Incorporating these instructions from the Lord
can be powerful in meeting both the spiritual
and physical needs of those living in poverty.
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When I lived in Philadelphia, my church
decided to put legs to the commandment to
take care of the poor, widowed, and orphaned.
What we did turned into significant events that
would shape who I am as a Christian social
worker. The ministry began in Love Park, where
we set up a homeless outreach. As I served food
and ministered to the women at a local shelter,
I discovered there are many faces of poverty.
Some grow up in abusive homes; others develop
severe mental illness. Some were professors
with Ph.D.s whose life circumstances disabled
them from coping in a healthy manner.
This brought home to me the fact that it
could happen to anyone, regardless of race,
gender, or profession. If I can communicate
this truth to my students, and they can take that
into their churches and communities, I know
we can make a difference.
As part of a course assignment last year, one
of my students approached her pastor about
what their church could do to help the poor. He
was familiar with this assignment as, each year,
a student had asked him about the church’s
response to poverty. He had prepared answers.
But this time, one question in particular stuck
with him: “How is your church reaching out to
the poor in the community around you?”
The more he thought about it, the more he
realized they could — and should — do more.
He decided the church needed to be known in
their community as a place where people could
come for help, a place that met their physical
and spiritual needs. As a result, the church
began developing a free health clinic. The pastor
told my student he never knew something could
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my work: “Never assume you cannot be
tomorrow where those living in poverty are
today. Poverty can happen.” And it can happen
to you.

have such an impact not only on those
receiving help, but on those giving it. They
took steps to reach out, and their efforts are
changing lives.
Second, we need to meet people’s needs
long-term, not just in the moment. This means
investing in lasting solutions that provide
the skills and education necessary to break
the cycle of poverty. As a result, the people
we reach out to experience the dignity and
worth they deserve while we demolish the
perpetration of dependence on others and
government assistance.
In the book of Micah, the prophet pleads
with God on behalf of the people, asking what
a nation must do to regain the Lord’s favor.
“He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and love mercy and walk humbly with
your God” (Micah 6:8). Here He gives us three

tasks: to be fair in our dealings with others,
to minister to the needs of the poor and
homeless, and to stay in modest fellowship
with Him.
This is God’s call to us, the Church. Will
you answer it?
Julie Furj serves as an assistant
professor of social work. She received
undergraduate degrees in Bible and
Social Work at the Philadelphia Biblical
University and her Master of Social
Work from the University of
Pennsylvania. Prior to coming to
Cedarville, she was the Executive
Director of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness. She has taught
at Cedarville since 2008.
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Plan now for spring 2011 graduate courses — classes begin in January!
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Cedarville’s M.Ed. Program:

• Convenient online and on-site
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credit hour

Master of Education
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• Relevant and practical courses
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ust as God demonstrates compassion to us,
Christians should be moved by compassion
to help people who do not have adequate
food, shelter, clean water, or clothing —
basic economic needs. From an economic
perspective, poverty exists because we lack
resources to meet our needs. Often resources
that could help alleviate poverty are at hand,
but they exist in a less refined state. Capitalism,
as an economic system, relies on human
ingenuity to refine the resources we have to
create more — more efficiency, more goods,
more wealth.
Given the millions of people worldwide
living in poverty, it is clear there is a global
lack of refined resources to meet needs on
such a large scale. But our good intentions to
provide resources must be wedded with sound
methods for sharing God’s gifts with those
who are less fortunate.
An Economy Fueled by Creativity
The root of poverty goes back to Genesis 3.
When Adam and Eve chose to eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, one of
the primary effects of their broken relationship
with God was evident in the economic arena.
Not only was mankind severed from fellowship
with God, we were cut off from His direct
provision for our material needs. Even the
ground was cursed because of sin, and mankind
was left to “struggle to scratch a living” from
the earth (Gen. 3:17).
But God did not leave us helpless. We are
created in God’s image (Gen. 1:27), imbued
with creativity. Our ability to take resources we
have and fashion them into something more
valuable is foundational to our created identity.
Wealth creation occurs best in a free-market
economy fueled by ingenuity.
The economic history of the world is filled
with pain and struggle. Most of recorded
economic history is a story of bare subsistence
and failure. We find brief glimpses of substantial
wealth, although it was concentrated in the
hands of the powerful. Evidence of trade and

markets dates to several thousand years B.C.;
however, it was not until market economies
fully developed on the European continent
in the last millennium that large segments
of people were consistently able to enjoy
the fruits and responsibilities of relative
economic success.
Capitalism has become a politically charged
concept with friends and foes choosing
sides based on an extreme point of view. It is
often oversimplified as a “pull yourself up
by your bootstraps” philosophy that leaves
impoverished people to fend for themselves.
Capitalism is more accurately understood as an
economic system where people are free to make
choices that affect their economic well-being.
An Opportunity to Create Wealth
Economists study and work to develop the
most effective and efficient means to create
wealth, which is necessary to reduce poverty.
We have discovered that wealth is effectively
and efficiently created when people are
empowered to pursue what they think is
best for themselves.
Suppose a woman starts a business as a
personal organizer, helping people to operate
more efficiently and simplify their lives.
Through her network of friends and family,
she builds her client base and grows her
business with smart advertising and referrals.
What began as a hobby has become a way to
earn a profit that she can use however she
chooses. She could spend her profit for personal
gain, like a nicer apartment or a more reliable
car. She could reinvest her profit in her business
and hire an assistant, enabling her to take on
more clients. She could give away her profit
to a charity she believes in or donate free
services as a ministry. In every scenario, what
began as an exchange of a service for payment
created something more: a more comfortable
living, an opportunity for business growth,
a charitable gift, or a meaningful personal
connection. Because she took the risk in
starting the business, she reaped the rewards
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freedom to create wealth. It is also the system
that best supports biblical philanthropy.
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With the Heart
of a Father
by Terri Finch Hamilton

Arlan Palmer’s painful past drives him to help young men
break the cycle of poverty.
28 TORCH | Fall–Winter 2010
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Make the Most of the Opportunity

The young men joke as they sit on the
neighborhood church steps, jostling each other
to fit. “It’s OK,” Long says, as they squeeze close
together. “We’re family.”
Palmer is the neighborhood chaplain for
Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church,
where he meets weekly with teens, and chaplain
at Wedgwood Christian Services, a Grand
Rapids nonprofit that helps kids and families
dealing with abuse and neglect, substance
abuse, and behavioral problems. He has made a
life’s mission out of helping troubled youngsters
heal — and shepherding kids, like these young
men, hoping they’ll stay out of trouble.

There’s a grill sizzling somewhere in
the neighborhood over at Eastern Avenue
and Logan Street SE as a group of teens soaks
up the hot afternoon air, now scented with
cooking meat.
Curtis Long sniffs the air hungrily. “Smells
good,” the 19-year-old says. Neighborhood kids
chatter in backyard play and rush hour cars
rumble past as the Rev. Arlan Palmer ’84 chats
with these young men from the inner city. He
has mentored some of them for years.

A Larger Purpose
In his 25 years at Wedgwood, Palmer has
met hundreds of struggling teens who had to
start life on their own after foster care ended,
but weren’t emotionally ready. So he decided
to be a foster parent. More than 40 teens
have come under his care over the years, a
feat recognized and awarded by the state
of Michigan.
“He has touched the lives of so many kids,
you would not believe,” says Kent County
Probate Judge Patricia Gardner, who has known
Palmer for 10 years. Gardner says she hears
his name all the time from the high-risk kids
she sees in her job as juvenile court judge.
“His name is often spoken by kids as they
recount their successes,” she says. “They’ll say,
‘I’m in a group with Arlan Palmer’ or ‘Pastor
Palmer helped get me a job’ or ‘Pastor Palmer
got me extra school help’ or ‘Pastor Palmer
helped me visit a college.’ ”
Connected to the Community
Palmer’s laugh seems to come from his toes.
It’s huge and hearty, and he uses it often. But
his life’s work is serious. The young people
at Wedgwood “have layer upon layer of
brokenness,” says LeRae Kuperus, another
chaplain at Wedgwood, who has worked with
Palmer for 12 years. “Most have suffered abuse
and neglect; they feel abandoned. It’s very
difficult for them to trust people.”
Fall–Winter 2010 | TORCH
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Palmer breaks through their shells —
taking them for walks, one-on-one, soothing
their souls. “It’s his gift to the world,” she says.
“He enters into a relationship just like that,
so easily. He understands being poor; he
understands broken families. They have a
trust with him, and that’s where he shines.”
After graduation from Cedarville, he got a
job at a child welfare agency in his hometown
of Moline, Illinois, working with troubled and
often angry kids. “I’m not a big guy,” he says.
“I don’t have physical size. But I realized I
could calm them down. I could build
relationships with kids.”
Meanwhile, “the Lord was tugging at
my heart to go to seminary,” he says. Palmer
ignored the tug. How could he go to seminary
when he needed to work full time to support
his mom?
Walking in Their Shoes
Palmer’s dad, Clarence, left when Arlan was
six, leaving him, his mom, and seven siblings.
“We lost everything,” he says. “We lived on
potatoes and government cheese.” They were
soon evicted from their rented house on
10th Avenue.
“My older siblings talk about coming
home and finding all their stuff put out,”
Palmer says. “You see how I can understand
kids who go through loss and abandonment.”
His mother was a nurse at a psychiatric
hospital, but as years passed, health problems
set in, and she could no longer work. Palmer
worked two jobs to support her. But that
calling to the ministry kept tugging.
“The Lord and I made a deal,” he says.
“I said, ‘Lord, I’ll go to seminary if you find
me a full-time job there.’ ” He smiles. “Do not
put the Lord to the test.” Then he laughs his
booming laugh.
A New Journey
At 23, he enrolled in Grand Rapids Baptist
Seminary full time and worked at Wedgwood
full time. The double load was staggering.
He nearly flunked out but graduated in 1992
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with a Master of Divinity and stayed on
at Wedgwood.
“I thought it would be nice to be a
chaplain for kids who hurt. I know hurt.
When I see kids come here not with suitcases,
but with garbage bags,” he says, quietly, and
pauses, “I have flashbacks of being put out
of my house.”
He has opened his own house to more
than 40 teens since 1991, taking a break only
recently. Being a foster dad hasn’t been easy.
“You get yelled at, cussed at, stolen from,” he
says. “You can’t take it personally,” he adds,
“but you do.”
“Then, sometimes they call you, out of
the clear blue sky,” he continues. “The ones
who said they want nothing to do with you,
who said you’re too strict, who you think
you’ll never see again ...” He smiles. “Those
are the ones who come back.” And often call
him “Dad.”
Palmer meets weekly with his Teens
on Track group at his church, teaching life
skills, leading them to volunteer in the
neighborhood, and taking them fishing. “If
it wasn’t for this, I’d be out on the streets
doin’ no tellin’ what,” says Justin, who
works at Building Bridges Professional
Services doing maintenance and lawn care.
“When I felt like selling drugs because I
had no money, he helped me get a job,” Justin
says of Palmer. “When I was expelled from
school, he helped get me back in. When I
was goin’ through problems with my mom,
he talked to my mom. He really believes
in us, you know, getting us summer jobs
and doing anything, really, to keep us out
of trouble.”
Up From the Pain
“We’re all wounded people, in some way,
shape, or fashion,” Palmer says. “Out of our
wounds, we’re able to minister. I say to kids,
‘Someday you’ll be able to help another kid
because of what happened to you.’ ”
“Would I like to have done my life
differently? You bet,” he says. “I don’t like that
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my dad left. I used to ask my mom, ‘When
is Dad coming home?’ I remember the day
she said, ‘Arlan, he’s not coming back.’ ” He
was eight.
“For a while, I blocked out the fun things we
used to do together,” he says of his father. “I had
to distance myself to stop the pain. I see kids do
that all the time. They say about their parents, ‘I
don’t care. I don’t love ’em.’ They push it away so
the hurt is not there.”
Years later, as part of the introspection he
did in seminary, he started allowing himself
to feel. He decided to visit his father, who had
moved to Colorado. “It was New Year’s Day,”
he recalls. “He said, ‘I’m proud of you. I know
I wasn’t there for you.’ I said, ‘Dad I love you.’
That April, he died.”
“I say to kids, ‘I know you’re angry with
your father right now. I can tell you that I feel
better now because I worked things out with
my dad.’ ” He sighs. “These kids should not have
to be this grown-up.”
A Worthwhile Investment
Palmer is single but hoping to be married
one day. He was almost engaged once, but
the differences, he thought, were too big. He’s

fundamental Baptist, and she was Pentecostal.
“I know now that God is bigger than all that,” he
says and smiles. “I like to think there’s still hope
for me.”
Meanwhile, he stays pretty busy.
One of his foster kids recently called to
check in. “He said, ‘Arlan, didn’t you adopt
me?’ I told him, ‘No, Dan — you were my
foster child.’ ”
“He said, ‘All these years I thought you
adopted me.’ I said, ‘Well, my goal was to
treat you as if you were my own.’ ”
Palmer laughs his big laugh.
“I guess it worked.”
Arlan Palmer ’84 graduated from Cedarville University
with a double major in communication arts and preseminary
Bible. He now serves as diversity coordinator and chaplain
at Wedgwood Christian Services. He is also the neighborhood
chaplain at Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. You may contact him at
revpal@sbcglobal.net.
Terri Finch Hamilton is a reporter with The Grand Rapids
Press. Her article first appeared in the June 6, 2010, edition
and is reprinted with permission. You may contact her at
thamilton@grpress.com.
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Family Friendly, Commercial Free

Choose your favorite option online:
 24-hour contemporary music

 Listen live on the web

 Cedarville chapel on demand

 Yellow Jacket sports
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90.3 WCDR is a media ministry of Cedarville University

Digging Deeper

Books
All You Can Eat
Joel Berg
(Seven Stories, 2008)

Less than Two Dollars a Day
Kent Van Til
(Eerdmans, 2007)

The Poor Will Be Glad
Peter Greer
(Zondervan, 2009)

Christianity versus
Fatalistic Religions in
the War Against Poverty
Udo Middelmann
(Paternoster, 2007)

Making Poverty Personal
Ash Barker
(Baker, 2009)

The Welfare of My Neighbor:
Living Out Christ’s Love for
the Poor
Deanna Carlson
(Family Research Council, 1999)

The Colors of Poverty
Ann Chih Lin
(Russell Sage, 2008)
Enough
Roger Thurow
(Public Affairs, 2009)
God and the Welfare State
Lew Daly
(MIT, 2006)
He Became Poor
Christopher Franks
(Eerdmans, 2009)
Just Generosity
Ronald Sider
(Baker, 2007)

Money, Greed and God
Jay Richards
(HarperOne, 2009)
Neither Poverty Nor Riches
Craig Blomberg
(Eerdmans, 1999)
Nickel and Dimed
Barbara Ehrenreich
(Metropolitan Bks, 2001)
Out of Poverty
Paul Polak
(Berrett-Koehler, 2008)
Restorers of Hope: Reaching
the Poor in your Community
with Church-Based Ministries
that Work
Amy Sherman
(Crossway Books, 1997)

Toward a Just and Caring Society
David Gushee
(Baker, 1999)
What Every Church Member
Should Know about Poverty
Bill Ehlig
(Aha! Process, 1999)
When Helping Hurts
Steve Corbett
(Moody, 2009)
Why America Lost the War
on Poverty
Frank Stricker
(Univ. of North Carolina, 2007)

Online Resources
“Credit where it’s due: Morality, poverty and
evangelicals” by Chuck Colson (March 15, 2010)
breakpoint.org/commentaries/14766-credit-whereits-due

“Speaking of social justice” by Ryan Messmore
(Heritage Foundation, March 8, 2010)
heritage.org/research/commentary/2010/03/
speaking-of-social-justice

“A proper perspective of poverty and prosperity
(Genesis 47:13–31)” by Bob Deffinbaugh
bible.org/seriespage/proper-perspective-povertyand-prosperity-genesis-4713-31

“Christians and poverty: A discussion guide”
(Sojourner Magazine, 2007)
sojo.net/resources/discussion_guides/DG_
poverty_toc.pdf

Did You Know?
Now 24 percent of the Centennial Library collection is in
digital format, including e-books, e-journals, and e-media,
in addition to more than 190 online databases.
This resource list is brought to you by the staff of the
Cedarville University Centennial Library. The Centennial
Library serves the University community by providing print,
media, and digital resources, as well as a wide range of
information and instructional services. To learn more, visit
cedarville.edu/library or e-mail library@cedarville.edu.
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Campus News

Ken Ham, president and co-founder of
Answers in Genesis and visionary behind
the Creation Museum, spoke in chapel on
August 31.
His message centered on the authority
of Scripture as the foundation for many
contemporary issues we wrestle with today.
Genesis 3 records the introduction of doubt
when the serpent baits Eve saying, “Did
God really say?” Mankind has been asking
this question ever since with disastrous
consequences.
Following his chapel presentation, Ham
spent time with students in the geology major,
fielding questions and encouraging them
about the impact they can have in their
field of study. “It was an honor to have Ken
Ham at Cedarville!” said Kristen Baechtle,
a junior from Vestal, New York. “He has
dedicated much of his life to young earth
creation science, and it was exciting to hear
him speak so definitively about the truth of
Scripture. His visit reminded me that the
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Word of God is the lens through which we
see the world, in our personal lives and in
the scientific community.”
Ham’s work with Answers in Genesis
inspired Mark Hembry, a sophomore from
Newton, Iowa, to pursue a degree in geology.
“Hearing him speak in person was a privilege,”
he said. “His message needs to be heard
around the globe. It rightly challenges
evolutionary dogma and promotes biblical
thought in the sciences.”
Ken Ham is a best-selling author of The
Lie and Already Gone. He is an avid blogger
and popular speaker. He also hosts a daily
radio feature on more than 1,000 stations.
He founded Answers in Genesis in 1994, and
the Creation Museum opened in 2007.
cedarville.edu/geology
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Creation Museum Founder
Speaks at Cedarville
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U.S.News & World
Report Again Ranks
Cedarville Among
Region’s Best
Rigorous academics backed by quality faculty,
staff, and students has led to another top-tier
ranking for Cedarville University.
This year the editors of U.S.News & World
Report ranked the University among the top five
regional colleges in the Midwest. The annual
rankings appeared in the magazine’s August 31
issue and are available online at usnews.com.
U.S.News used peer assessment along with
objective factors including student academic
quality, graduation rate, class size, student/
faculty ratio, and alumni financial support
to determine the rankings.
“We are driven by a Christ-centered
commitment to academic excellence,” said
William E. Brown, Ph.D., Cedarville’s president.
“This independent evaluation affirms our
efforts to equip students for lifelong leadership
and service.”
Cedarville University was ranked fifth in
the Midwest and finished at or near the top
of the region in several areas. The University’s
70 percent graduation rate and 84 percent
freshman retention rate were second highest
in the Midwest.
The University was also recently named “A
Best in the Midwest” college by The Princeton
Review on its website, princetonreview.com.
cedarville.edu/about

Social Work Major
Awarded Student
of the Year
Jennifer Mukes, a recent Cedarville University
graduate from Fishers, Indiana, was recently
honored as the Ohio Bachelor of Social
Work Student of the Year.
The National Association of Social Workers
Ohio Chapter presented the title to commend
Mukes on her dedication to the field of social
work. She organized several awareness events
including a campus-wide response to racial
tension in Jena, Louisiana, and a 10K race
to raise support for sex-trafficked minors in
Ohio. The race raised more than $22,000 for
Gracehaven, a safe house in Columbus.
Mukes traveled to the Dominican Republic
with other social work majors to serve women
working in the sex trade and spent last summer
working with urban youth in Indianapolis.
She served as vice president of Phi Alpha, the
collegiate social work honors society, and as
president of International Justice Mission’s
Cedarville chapter.
cedarville.edu/socialwork
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Cedarville Connection

UPCOMING EVENTS
Here’s a sampling of what’s
happening at Cedarville during
the next few months.

October
9	Junior Jam

Why do we fill our lives with so much noise? We are
connected to so many gizmos and gadgets that we
seldom make time for the connections that really
matter. We know rest is vital to physical, mental, and
spiritual health; instead, we measure our worth by
fatigue and how much we accomplish. In Genesis 1,
God introduced a rhythm of work and rest and
codified it in Exodus 20. Why is “Remember the
Sabbath” so difficult to obey? Join us in the next
issue of Torch (spring–summer) as we explore this
topic from a biblical perspective.

Let Us Hear From You!
Fall–Winter 2010

Torch subscriptions are FREE in the
United States and Canada.
Visit cedarville.edu/torch to:

Responding
to Poverty
Making Sense of Today’s Critical Issues From a Biblical Perspective

A Torch
subscription
is free!

• Request a free subscription
• Request a change of address
• Purchase additional copies*
• View past issues
• Cancel your subscription
• Provide feedback
• Share Torch with a friend
• Learn more about Cedarville
*Additional copies are available in
blocks of 25, at $10 per block.

You may also contact us at:
Torch, Cedarville University
251 N. Main St.
Cedarville, OH 45314
torch@cedarville.edu
1-800-766-1115
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9	Theatre Day
9

Social Work Day

10	An Evening with
C.S. Lewis
20	Partnership for
Philanthropic Planning
See ad on page 12 for
more information.

22–23	Join Hands Miami
Valley Day
30

Criminal Justice Day

November
6	Science and
Math Day
12	Grandparents Day and
Parents Weekend
19

CU Friday

19

Brass Spectacular

20

Business Day

December
5	Community Christmas
Concert

January
11–13

Missions Conference

22	Alumni Basketball
Weekend

For additional campus events,
visit cedarville.edu/events.
To find Cedarville events in your area,
visit cedarville.edu/reps.
(All dates are subject to change.)
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In the Next Issue

Cedarville University Parent Prep Announces

2010–11 Webinar Series
Choose from eight FREE webinars that offer
practical information and advice on choosing a
college, completing an application, accessing
financial aid, and transitioning successfully to
college life.

2010
October 18, 21
Helping Your Student Choose a College
November 1, 4
Finding Sources of Financial Aid
December 6, 9
College Life Outside the Classroom
2011
January 10, 13
How to Complete the FAFSA
February 7, 10
How to Prepare a Renewal FAFSA
(parents of current students)

February 21, 24
Learning at the College Level

(parents of prospective students)

March 14, 17
Financial Planning for College
April 4, 7
Career and Calling

Presenters:
Becky Kuhn

Coordinator of Academic
Engagement

Carl Ruby, Ph.D.

Mark Weinstein

Director of Admissions

Roscoe Smith

Vice President for Student Life

Associate Vice President for
Enrollment Strategies

Lew Gibbs

Steve Winey

Director of Career Services

Assistant Director of Financial Aid

Webinars will be online on Mondays at 7 p.m. EST and
Thursdays at 9 p.m. EST. Participate in real time or visit
the website to view webinar archives.
Resources for Parents of New Students

Learn more and register: cedarville.edu/webinars

It’s a rare university that can offer you a world-class
educational experience within a vibrant, Christ-centered
learning community, but Cedarville is just such a place.
Step onto our campus, and join 3,000 students in a daily
celebration of faith. Step up to the challenges of topranked academic programs, and enjoy unique learning
experiences that can take you around the world. Step into
the future as a Cedarville graduate, and you'll be sought
after by the best businesses and graduate schools.
Discover a university that will equip you for a lifetime of
leadership, service, and success.
Visit SoCedarville.com
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